
 
 
JMH Risser, March 2006   1 

 CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
 
NAME: Jan Mary Hale Risser, MS, PhD 
 
PRESENT TITLE: Assistant Professor – University of Texas School of Public Health 
  
ADDRESS: RAS E 607 
 1200 Herman Presser 
 Houston, TX 77030 
 

Phone: 713 500-9386 
Email: Jan.M.Risser@uth.tmc.edu 
 

CITIZENSHIP:  U. S. A. 
 
UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION:   

Iowa State University 
Ames, Iowa 
Major: Foods and Nutrition 
Degree:  BS, 1969 

 
GRADUATE EDUCATION: 

Texas Woman's University 
1130 MD Anderson Blvd. 
Houston, TX  77030 
Major: Nutrition 
Degree:  MS, 1988 

 
University of Texas School of Public Health 
1200 Herman Pressler Drive 
Houston, TX  77030 
Major: Epidemiology 
Degree:  PhD, 1994 

 
DIETETIC INTERNSHIP: 

Yale-New Haven Hospital  
New Haven, CT.  
1969-1970 

 
CERTIFICATION: Registered Dietitian (Member No. 326971) 1970-2003 

American Dietetic Association 



 
 
JMH Risser, March 2006   2 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS: 
Member – Society for Epidemiologic Research 

– American College of Epidemiology 
– American Sexually Transmitted Diseases Association 
– American Public Health Association 

 
NATIONAL COMMITTEES 

– American Public Health Association 
o Epidemiology Section Leadership 

 Section Council – 2002-2006 
 Governing Council – 2006-2010. 

o Facilitator Fall meeting 2002 “Non-HIV Sexually Transmitted Diseases”   
o Facilitator Fall meeting 2003 “Innovative epidemiologic methods for 

community-based investigations” 
o Facilitator Fall meeting 2006 “Surveillance of Behaviors and Chronic 

Diseases” 
o Facilitator Fall meeting 2006 “It’s the Neighborhood” 

– American College of Epidemiology  
o Member Communications Committee (2000-2004) 

 Chair Web-based communications subcommittee (2000-2004) 
o Member Planning Committee for 2003 annual meeting, Chicago 

 
COMMITTEES OF UTHSC 

– Member, Interfaculty Council (2000-2003, 2005-2006) 
– Health Care Team  Competition Committee (1998-2001) 
– Problem Based Learning Case Development Committees (1998-2001) 

o The endocrine/reproductive biology working group 
o The neurology working group 
o The epidemiology/evidence medicine working group 

– Facilitator Training – Problem Based Learning (1998-2001) 
 
COMMITTEES OF UT SPH 

– Member – Faculty Council (2003-present) 
– Member – Epidemiology Curriculum Committee (2004-present) 

 
COMMUNITY COMMITTEES 

– Member – Epidemiology and Prioritization Committee, Houston Community 
Planning Group 

 
REVIEWER: 

– Controlled Clinical Trials 
– Sexually Transmitted Diseases 
– AIDS Care 
– Journal of Urban Health 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
Assistant Professor: University of Texas School of Public Health 
 Epidemiology 
 1200 Hermann Pressler Street, E 607 
 Houston, TX 77030 
 February 1, 1998- present   
 
Member: Center for Infectious Diseases 
 
Research Associate: University of Texas School of Public Health 
 Center for Infectious Disease 
  October, 1996 – January, 1998 
 
Senior Epidemiologist: Houston Department of Health and Human Services 
 8000 N Stadium Drive 
 Houston, TX 77054 
  Project specific employment:   
  June - December, 1996 
 
Consultant: Houston Department of Health and Human Services 
  Data analysis, Research Design, Epidemiology 
  February 1996 - October, 1997 
 
Instructor: Baylor College of Medicine 

One Baylor Plaza 
Houston, TX 77030 
 January 1995 - January 1996 

 
Post Doctoral Fellowship: 

Houston Center for Quality of Care and Utilization Studies:  
Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
 January 1995 - January 1996 

 
Senior Research Assistant:  

Coordinating Center for Clinical Trials  
Assistant Project Manager CRYO-ROP  
Department of Biometry 
University of Texas School of Public Health  
 October, 1992 - December, 1994 
 

Teaching Assistant: University of Texas School of Public Health 
Department of Biometry 
 January, 1991 – August, 1993 
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Consultant: Houston Veterans Affairs Research Center for AIDS and HIV  
 Infection (RCAHI) 

 January, 1991 – August, 1993 
 

PUBLICATIONS:   

Original referred manuscripts 
 
 44. Risser WL, Risser JM, Benjamins LJ, Feldmann JM.  Incidence of Fitz-Hugh-Curtis 

syndrome in adolescents who have pelvic inflammatory disease.  Journal of Pediatric and 
Adolescent Gynecology. (in press). 

 43. Coker AL, Hanks JS, Eggleston KS, Risser J, Tee G, Chronister KJ, Arafat R, Franzini L.  
Social and mental health needs assessment of Katrina evacuees.  Disaster Management and 
Response. (in press).   

 42. Ross MW, Risser J, Peters RJ, & Johnson RJ. Cocaine use and syphilis trends: Findings 
from the arrestee Drug Abuse Monitoring (ADAM) program and syphilis epidemiology in 
Houston. American Journal on Addictions. (in press). 

 41. Robinson WT, Risser J, McGoy S, Becker A, Rehman H, Jefferson M, Griffin V, 
Wolverton M, Tortu S.  Recruiting injection drug users: A three-site comparison of results 
and experiences with respondent-driven and targeted sampling procedures.  Journal of 
Urban Health.  2006;83 (7):  i29-i38.     

 40. Risser JMH, Timpson S, McCurdy S, Ross M, and Williams M. Psychological correlates 
of trading sex for money among African American crack cocaine smokers.  American 
Journal of Drub and Alcohol Abuse.  2006;32:645-653.      

 39. Lal LS, Grimes RM, Swing JM, Risser J.  A retrospective study to determine the impact of 
medical- and lifestyle-based contraindications to a prescribed HAART regimen on clinical 
outcomes and adherence.  Journal of Clinical Pharmacy and Therapeutics.  2006;31:429-
439.   

 38. Shelton A, Risser JMH, Atkinson J, McCurdy S, Useche B, Padgett P.  The prevalence of 
suicidal behaviors in a group of HIV positive men.  AIDS Care. 18:6; 574-576.  
Corresponding author:  JMH Risser 

 37. Lisabeth LD, Risser JMH, Brown DL, Al-Senani F, Uchino K, Smith MA, Garcia N,  
Longwell PJ, McFarling DA, Al-Wabil A, Akuwumi O, Moyé LA, Morgenstern LB.  
Stroke Burden in Mexican Americans: The Impact of Mortality Following Stroke.  Annals 
of Epidemiology. 2006; 16:33-40.  Lisabeth and Risser are co-first authors. 

 36. Risser WL, Bortot, AT, Benjamins LJ, Feldmann JM, Barratt MS, Eissa MA, and Risser 
JMH.  The Epidemiology of Sexually Transmitted Diseases in Adolescents.  Seminars in 
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Pediatric Infectious Disease.  2005; 16: 160-167. 

 35. Shelton AJ, Risser JMH, Atkinson J, McCurdy SA, Useche B, Padgett PM.  The 
Prevalence of Partner Violence in a Group of HIV-Positive Men.  Aids Care.  2005; 17(7): 
814-818.  Corresponding author:  JMH Risser.   

 34. Risser JMH, Shelton A, Atkinson J, Padgett P, Useche B, Thomas B, and Williams M.  
Sex, drugs, violence, and HIV status in a sample of Male to Female transgender persons.  
International Journal of Transgenderism.  2005; 8(2/3): 67-74. 

 33. Franzini L, Marks E, Cromwell PF, Risser J, McGill L, Markham C, Selwyn B, Shapiro C. 
Projected economic costs due to health consequences of teenagers' loss of confidentiality in 
obtaining reproductive health care services in Texas.  Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent 
Medicine. 2004; 158(12): 1140-6. 

 32. Ross MW, Courtney P, Dennison J, Risser JMH.  Incomplete reporting of race and 
ethnicity in gonorrhoea cases and potential biase in disease reporting by private and public 
sector providers.  International Journal of STD & AIDS.  2004; 15(11): 778. 

 31. Smith MA, Risser JMH, Moyé LA, Garcia N, Akiwumi O, Uchino K, Morgenstern LB. 
Designing multi-ethnic stroke studies: The Brain Attack Surveillance in Corpus Christi 
(BASIC) Project.  Ethnicity and Disease.  2004; 14(4): 520-526. 

 30. Lisabeth LD, Ireland JK, Risser JMH, Brown DL, Smith MA, Garcia NM, Morgenstern 
LB.   Stroke Risk Following Transient Ischemic Attack in a Population-Based Setting.   
Stroke.  2004; 35: 1842-1846. 

 29. Morgenstern LB, Smith MA, Lisabeth LD, Risser JMH, Uchino K, Garcia N, Longwell 
PJ, McFarling DA, Akuwumi O, Al-Wabil A, Al-Senani F, Brown DL, Moyé LA.  Excess 
stroke in Mexican Americans compared with non-Hispanic whites: The Brain Attack 
Surveillance in Corpus Christi (BASIC) Project.  American Journal of Epidemiology.  
2004; 160(4): 376-383.   

 28. Morgenstern LB. Lisabeth LD. Mecozzi AC. Smith MA. Longwell PJ. McFarling DA. 
Risser JM.  A population-based study of acute stroke and TIA diagnosis.  Neurology.  
2004; 62(6): 895-900. 

 27. Uchino K, Risser JMH, Smith MA, Moye LA, Morgenstern LB.  Ischemic Stroke sub-
types among Mexican Americans and non Hispanic whites: The Brain Attack Surveillance 
in Corpus Christi (BASIC) project.  Neurology.  2004; 63(8): 574-576. 

 26. Risser JMH, Risser WL, Eissa MA, Cromwell PH, Barrat MS.  Self-assessment of 
circumcision status by adolescents.  American Journal of Epidemiology.  2004; 159(11): 
1095-7.   

  



 
 
JMH Risser, March 2006   6 

 25. Risser WL, Cromwell P, Bartot A, Risser JMH.  Impact of New Diagnostic Criteria on the 
Prevalence and Incidence of Pelvic Inflammatory Disease.  Journal of Pediatric and 
Adolescent Gynecology.  2004; 17(1): 39-44.   

 24. Smith MA, Risser JMH, Moyé LA, Morgenstern LB.  Access to care, acculturation and 
risk factors in Mexican American stroke patients:  The Brain Attack Surveillance in Corpus 
Christi (BASIC) Project. Stroke.  2003; 34(11): 2671-5. 

 23. Domalanta DD, Risser WL, Roberts RE, Risser JMH.  Prevalence of depression and other 
psychiatric disorders among incarcerated youth.  Journal of the American Academy of 
Child & Adolescent Psychiatry.  2003; 42: 477-484.   

 22. Risser WL, Risser JMH, Cromwell PF.  Pelvic inflammatory disease in adolescents:  a 
review.  Texas Medicine.  2002; 98(2): 36-40.   

 21. Piriyawat P, Smajsova M, Smith M, Pallegar S, Al-Wabil A, Garcia N, Risser J, Moyé L, 
Morgenstern L.  Comparison of active and passive stroke surveillance:  The Brain Attack 
Surveillance in Corpus Christi (BASIC) study.  American Journal of Epidemiology.  2002; 
156(11): 1062-9. 

 20. Cromwell PF, Risser WL, and Risser JMH.  Prevalence and incidence of pelvic 
inflammatory disease in incarcerated adolescents.  Sexually Transmitted Diseases.  2002; 
29(7): 391-396. 

 19. Risser, JMH, Risser WL, Gefter L, Brandstetter DM, Cromwell PF.  Implementation of a 
screening program for chlamydia infection in incarcerated adolescents.  Sexually 
Transmitted Diseases.  2001; 28(1): 43-46. 

 18. Risser, JMH, Hwang L-Y, Risser WL, Hollins L, and Paffel J.  The epidemiology of 
syphilis in the waning years of an epidemic:  Houston, Texas, 1991-1997.  Sexually 
Transmitted Diseases.  1999; 26(3): 1-6. 

 17. Risser WL, Gefter LR, Barratt MS, Risser JMH.  Weight change in adolescents who used 
hormonal contraception.  Journal of Adolescent Health.  1999; 24: 433-436.  

 16. Yetman RJ, Risser WL, Barth BA, Risser JMH, Hwang L-Y.  Problems in physicians’ 
classification and reporting of congenital syphilis.  International Journal of Sexually 
Transmitted Diseases and AIDS.  1998; 9: 765-8. 

 15.  Rabeneck L, Palmer A, Knowles J, Seidehamel R, Harris C, Merkel K, Risser J, and 
Akrabawi S.  A randomized controlled trial evaluating dietary counseling with or without 
oral supplementation in malnourished HIV-infected individuals.  Journal of the American 
Dietetic Association.  1998; 98(4): 434-438. 
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 14. Rabeneck L, Genta RM, Risser JMH, Bailey M, Clarridge JE, Gyorkey F.  Uncertain 
clinical significance of duodenal mucosal abnormalities in HIV-infected individuals:  
results of a case-control study.  Journal of Clinical Gastroenterology.  1996; 23(1): 11-14. 

 13. Risser J.  VA study doesn’t cover all the bases (letter).  Journal of the American Dietetic 
Association.  1996; 96(3): 230.   

 12. Risser JMH, Rabeneck L Foote LW and Klish W.  A comparison of fat-free mass 
estimates in men infected with the human immunodeficiency virus.  JPEN.  1995; 19(1): 
28-32). 

 11. Risser JMH, Rabeneck L, Foote L.  Prevalence of wasting in HIV-infected men seeking 
routine medical care in an outpatient clinic.  Journal of the American Dietetic Association. 
1995; 95(9): 1025-1026. 

 10. Dobson V, Quinn GE, Saunders RA, Spencer R, Davis BR, Risser JMH, Palmer EA.  
Grating acuity in eyes with retinal residua of retinopathy of prematurity (ROP).  Archives 
of Ophthalmology. 1995; 113: 1172 -1177. 

 9. Rabeneck L, Risser JMH, Murray NGB, McCabe BK, Lacke CE and Lucco LJ.  Failure of 
providers to vaccinate HIV-infected men against hepatitis B:  a missed opportunity.  The 
American Journal of Gastroenterology. 1993; 88(12): 2015-2018. 

 8.  Rabeneck L, Gyorkey F, Genta RM, Gyorkey P, Foote L, and Risser JM.  The role of 
Microsporidia in the pathogenesis of HIV-related chronic diarrhea.  Annals of Internal 
Medicine.  1993; 119(9): 895-899. 

 7.  Rabeneck L, Crane MM, Risser JM, Lacke CE and Wray NP.  Effect of HIV transmission 
category and CD4 count on the occurrence of diarrhea in HIV-infected patients.  The 
American Journal of Gastroenterology.  1993; 88(10): 1720-1723. 

 6. Rabeneck L, Risser JMH, Crane MM, McCabe BK, Worsley JB.  A comparison of 
anthropometry and bioelectrical impedance in the estimation of body composition in HIV-
infected individuals.  Nutrition Research.  1993; 13: 275-285.   

 5. Rabeneck L, Crane MM, Risser JM, Lacke CE and Wray NP.  A simple clinical staging 
system that predicts progression to AIDS using CD4 count, oral thrush, and night sweats.  
Journal of General Internal Medicine.  1993; 8(1): 5-9. 

 4.  Risser WL and Risser JMH.  Iron deficiency in adolescents and young adults.  The 
Physician and Sportsmedicine.  1990; 18(12): 87-101. 

 3.  Risser W, Lee E, Leblanc A, Poindexter H and Risser JM. Bone density in eumenorrheic 
college athletes.  Medicine and Science in Sports and Exercise.  1990; 22(5): 570-574. 
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 2. Risser W, Risser J and Preston D.  Weight training injuries in adolescents.  American 
Journal of Diseases of Children.  1990; 144(9): 1015-1017. 

 1. Risser W, Lee E, Poindexter H, West M, Pivarnik J, Risser J and Hickson J.  Iron 
deficiency in female athletes:  its prevalence and impact on performance.  Medicine and 
Science in Sports and Exercise.  1988; 20(2): 116-121. 

 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS: 
 
Chapters  
 
Risser JMH, Shelton A, Atkinson J, Padgett P, Useche B, Thomas B, Williams M.  Sex, Drugs, 
Violence, and HIV Status of Male-to-Female Transgender Persons in Houston, Texas.  In:  
Transgender Health and HIV Prevention.  Needs Assessment Studies from Transgender 
Communities Across the United States.  Edited by Walter Bockting and Eric Avery.  Haworth 
Press, Fall 2005.   
 
Reports 
 
National HIV Behavioral Surveillance Among Injection Drug Users.  Final Formative 
Assessment Report.  Houston, Texas, 2005.  (Funded by the CDC through the Houston 
Department of Health and Human Services.) 
 
Training needs assessment of emergency preparedness and epidemiology competencies, Texas, 
2004.  (Funded by Texas Department of Health.) 
 
Estimate of the proportion of the population eligible to donate blood, 2000.   
(Funded by the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center.) 
 
A Community Health Assessment of the Lower Rio Grande Valley, 2001. (Funded by the Texas 
Department of Health.) 
 
Evaluation of the Medical Services Program:  Children's Assessment Center.   
Summary of demographic information and medical findings among clients examined by the 
medical services program at the Children's Assessment Center, Houston, Texas from January 1, 
through July 31, 1998.  (Funded by the Children’s Assessment Center.  Published September 17, 
1998.) 
 
Epidemiology of Sexually Transmitted Diseases in Houston, Texas, 1991-1995.   
Epidemiology of Sexually Transmitted Diseases in Houston, Texas, 1991-1998.   
Epidemiology of Sexually Transmitted Diseases in Houston, Texas, 1991-1999. 
Epidemiology of Sexually Transmitted Diseases in Houston, Texas, 1991-2000. 
Epidemiology of Sexually Transmitted Diseases in Houston, Texas, 1991-2001. 
Prepared, through contract agreement, for the Houston Department of Health and Human 
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Services, Bureaus of HIV/STD Surveillance and Epidemiology 
 
Competitive Presentations at National Scientific Meetings and Published Abstracts (all 
abstracts were accepted for presentation): 
 59. Risser WL, Risser JMH, Benjamins LJ, Feldmann JM.  Incidence of Fitz-Hugh-Curtis 

syndrome in adolescents who have pelvic inflammatory disease.  Accepted for 
presentation at the IUSTI-Europe Conference on Sexually Transmitted Infections, 
October, 2006.  Versailles, France.  Published in the meeting program. 

 58.  Ross MW, Risser J, Courtney PE, Dennison J, Williams M, Klovdahl A, Ellen J, Aral S, 
Berman S, St. Lawrence JA.  Characteristics of STI infected and uninfected respondents 
from a risk environment study of bars in Houston.  Accepted for oral presentation at the 
133rd American Public Health Association Annual Meeting 2005.  Published in the 
meeting program. 

 57. Abdul-Quader AS, Tortu S, Risser J, Colbert SJ, Des Jarlais DC, Lansky A.   HIV 
Behavioral Surveillance Among Injecting Drug Users.  Accepted for oral presentation at 
the 133rd American Public Health Association Annual Meeting Annual Meeting 2005. 

56.  Amaon JE, Meyer TE, Risser J.  Training needs assessment of emergency preparedness 
and epidemiology competencies: Texas.  Accepted for oral presentation at the 133rd 
American Public Health Association Annual Meeting 2005.   

 55. Ross ME, Risser J, Courtney PE, Dennison J, Williams M, Klovdahl A, Ellen J, Aral S, 
Berman S, and St. Lawrence JS.  Characteristics of STI infected and uninfected 
respondents from a risk environment study of bars in Houston.  Accepted for oral 
presentation at the American Public Health Association Annual Meeting 2005.  Published 
in the meeting program. 

 54. Padgett P, Useche B, Risser J, Atkinson J.  Behavioral norms in male-to-female 
transgender sex workers in Houston, Texas.  Presented at The Society for the Scientific 
Study of Sexuality annual meeting, Orlando, Florida, November 4-7, 2004.  Published in 
the meeting program. 

 53. Useche B, Padgett P, Risser J, Atkinson J.  Empire and Mortality.  Presented at The 
Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality annual meeting, Orlando, Florida, November 
4-7, 2004. Published in the meeting program.  

 52. Risser WL, Cromwell PF, Risser JMH, Bortot A.  Prevalence and incidence of pelvic 
inflammatory disease in high-risk adolescents before and after a change in diagnostic 
criteria.  Presented at BASHH/ASTDA Spring Meeting Bath, UK, 19-21 May 2004.  
International Journal of STD and AIDS 2004; 15(supplement 1): 4.   
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 51. Risser JMH, Risser WL, Eissa MA, Cromwell PF, Barratt MS, and Bortot A. Self 
assessment of circumcision status by adolescents.   Presented at BASHH/ASTDA Spring 
Meeting Bath, UK, 19-21 May 2004.  International Journal of STD and AIDS 2004; 
15(supplement 1):37. 

 50. Risser JMH, Useche B, Padgett P, Atkinson J, McCurdy S, Shelton A. Lifetime and 
recent sex risk behaviors in a sample of HIV-infected men   Poster presentation at 
BASHH/ASTDA Spring Meeting Bath, UK, 19-21 May 2004.  International Journal of 
STD and AIDS 2004; 15(supplement 1): 39 

 49.   Padgett P, Risser JMH, Useche B, Atkinson J, McCurdy S, Shelton A.  A glance into the 
life of male to female transgender prostitutes in Houston.  Accepted as published abstract, 
BASHH/ASTDA Spring Meeting Bath, UK, 19-21 May 2004.  International Journal of 
STD and AIDS 2004; 15(supplement 1): 52 

 48. Risser J, Shelton A, Williams M, McCurdy S, Thomas B, Padgett P, Useche B, Atkinson 
J, Cox-Larry Z.  HIV testing and risky sex behavior among MtF Transgenders.  Presented 
at the American Association of Public Health annual meetings, November, 2003.  
Published in the meeting program.  

 47. Franzini L, Caughy M, Fernandez-Esquer M, Montoya M, Perez N, Ribble J, Risser J, 
Spears W.  Economic, social, and cultural determinants of self-perceived health:  
Comparing Hispanics with African Americans and Whites living in Texas.  Presented at 
the American Association of Public Health annual meetings, November, 2003. Published 
in the meeting program.   

 46. Franzini L, Cromwell P, Markham CM, Marks E, McCurdy S, McKirahan N, Risser J,  
Rosenau P, Selwyn BJ, Shapiro C.  Health and economic consequences of the 
requirements to report sexually active teens.  Presented at the American Association of 
Public Health annual meetings, November, 2003.  Published in the meeting program.   

 45. Smith MA, Risser J, Uchino K, Al-Wabil A, Akiwumi O, Garcia N, Moyè LA, 
Morgenstern LB.  Access to care and risk factors among Mexican American Stroke 
Patients – The Brain Attack Surveillance in Corpus Christi Project.  Presented at the 
American Heart Association Stroke Meeting, February, 2003. 

 44. Luisa Franzini, Maria Eugenia Fernandez-Esquer, Norma Perez, Melissa Montoya1, 
Margaret Caughy, John Ribble, Jan M H Risser, and William Spears.  Health, 
socioeconomic indicators, social support, and religiosity:  A comparison of US born and 
Mexico born Mexican Americans in Texas.  Presented at the American Association of 
Public Health annual meeting, November, 2002 
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 43. Luisa Franzini, John Ribble, Norma Perez, Melissa Montoya, Margaret Caughy, Maria 
Eugenia Fernandez-Esquer, Jan M H Risser, William Spears.  Effect of religiosity and 
spirituality on self-perceived health among Hispanic, African-Americans and non-
Hispanic Whites.  Presented at the American Association of Public Health annual 
meeting, November, 2002.  Published in the meeting program. 

 42. Bortot AT, Risser JMH, Risser WL, Palyo SM, Tran KM, Cheng L.  Sexual behavior in 
incarcerated adolescents.  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Society for 
Pediatric Research, New Orleans, LA, February 22, 2002.  Journal of Investigative 
Medicine 2002; 50:119A.  

 41. Al-Senani FM, Risser JM, Cox MA, and Morgenstern LB.  Relative stroke mortality in 
Mexican Americans – the BASIC (Brain Attack Surveillance in Corpus Christi) project.  
Presented at the 54th annual meeting of the American Academy of Neurology.  April, 
2002.  Neurology 2002; 58(Suppl 3):A326. 

 40. Morgenstern LB, Smith MA, Burgin WS, Sl-Senani F, Piriyawat P, Risser J, Garcia N, 
Uchino K, Moyé LA.  Community-based experience with IV rt-PA for acute ischemic 
stroke.  Presented at the 7th International Symposium on Thrombolysis and Acute Stroke 
Therapy.  Lyon, France, May 2002. 

 39. Ekezue B, Risser JMH.  Syphilis prevalence and syphilis screening in Harris County, 
Texas Jails.  Presented at the American Public Health Association annual meeting, 
Atlanta, Georgia, October, 2001.  Published in the meeting program.   

 38. Risser JMH, Shapiro C, and Spears W.  Injury mortality in Texas and the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley, 1980-1998.  Platform presentation at the 129th Annual Meeting, 
American Public Health Association, Atlanta, Georgia.  October, 2001. Published in the 
meeting program. 

 37. Risser JMH, Spears W.  Mortality in Texas and the Lower Rio Grande Valley, 1980-
1998.  Presented at the Congress of Epidemiology, 2001.  Toronto, Canada.  June, 2001. 

 36. Cromwell PF, Risser WL, and Risser JMH.  Incidence of Pelvic Inflammatory Disease 
in Adolescents.  Presented a the annual meeting of the Southern Society for Pediatrics 
Research, New Orleans, Louisiana, March 2001.   

 35. Risser WL, Risser JMH, Cromwell PF, Tran K, and Palyo SM.  Sexual Behavior in 
High-Risk Adolescents.  Presented at the 2000 National STD Prevention Conference, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, December 2000.   

 34. Risser JMH, Risser WL, Keitheri-Cheteri M, and Hwang L-Y.  Changes in predictive 
value of a positive test as syphilis prevalence wanes.  Presented at STIs at the 
Millennium, a joint meeting of the American Sexually Transmitted Diseases Association 
and the Medical Society for the Study of Venereal Diseases.  May 3-6, 2000. 
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 33. Risser JMH, Risser WL, Gefter LR, Barndstetter DM, and Cromwell PF.  
Implementation of a screening program for chlamydia infection in incarcerated youths.  
Presented at STIs at the Millennium, a joint meeting of the American Sexually 
Transmitted Diseases Association and the Medical Society for the Study of Venereal 
Diseases.  May 3-6, 2000.   

 32. Troisi, C.L., R. Harson, N. Erickson, H. Hammill, J. Risser, L.Y.Hwang.  Predictors of 
HCV RNA in Anti-HCV Positive Individuals.  Presented at the 10th International 
Symposium on Viral Hepatitis & Liver Disease, Atlanta, GA. 

 31. Risser JMH, Keitheri-Cheteri M, Coronel S, Brannon M, Paffel J.  Prevalence of 
sexually transmitted diseases in men detained in a short term municipal detention center.  
Presented at the 1998 National STD Prevention Conference.  Dallas, Texas, December, 
1998. 

 30. Risser JMH, Risser WL, Gefter LR, Brandstetter DM.  Prevalence of chlamydia among 
incarcerated youth.  Presented at the 1998 National STD Prevention Conference.  Dallas, 
Texas, December, 1998.  

 29. Risser J.  Adipose tissue carotenoid concentrations and breast cancer incidence:  an 
ecologic study.  Presented at the Society for Epidemiologic Research, 31st Annual 
meeting, Chicago, Illinois, June, 1998.  American Journal of Epidemiology, 1998; 
147(11):S46. 

 28. Risser J, Moodey R, Hollins L, Paffel J, and Hwang L-Y.  Congenital syphilis 
surveillance 1991-1996.  Presented at the Society for Epidemiologic Research, 31st 
Annual meeting, Chicago, Illinois, June, 1998.  American Journal of Epidemiology, 
1998; 147(11):S79. 

 27. Risser J, Hollins L, Paffel J, and Hwang L-Y.  Stages of syphilis in the waning years of 
an epidemic.  Presented at the Society for Epidemiologic Research, 31st Annual meeting, 
Chicago, Illinois, June, 1998.  American Journal of Epidemiology, 1998; 147(11):S62. 

 26. Risser J and Hollins L.  Syphilis surveillance in the waning years of an epidemic.  
Presented at the 1998 Texas HIV/STD Conference,  Austin, Texas, June, 1998. 

 25. Risser J and Hollins L.  Implementing a reactor grid evaluation.  Presented at the 1997 
Texas HIV/STD Conference, Austin, Texas, July, 1997.   

 24. Risser J.  Do spices help lower breast cancer risk?  Presented at the Society for 
Epidemiologic Research, 30th Annual Meeting, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, June, 1997.  
American Journal of Epidemiology, 1997; 145(11):s5. 
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 23. Fleming R, Risser J, Luna M, and Anaissie E.  Invasive aspergillosis during induction 
therapy for acute leukemia.  Predisposing and prognostic factors.  Presented at the 
American Society of Hematology annual meeting, Orlando, Florida, December, 1996.  
Blood, 1996; 88(10):319 Part 1 Suppl 1.   

 22. Risser JMH, Rabeneck L, and Hwang L-Y.  Anti-viral medication is protective of lean 
body mass in a cross sectional study of wasting in HIV-infected men.  Biomedicine '96, 
sponsored by the Association of American Physicians, American Society for Clinical 
Investigation, American Federation for Clinical Research, and Science Magazine May 
1996.  Journal of Investigative Medicine, 1996; 44(3):251A.  

 21. Risser JMH, Rabeneck L, and Foote, L.  The relationships between grip strength, 
measures of body composition and CD4 count in HIV- infected men.  Presented at the 
Southern Section, American Federation of Clinical Research Annual Meeting, January 
1996.  Journal of Investigative Medicine, 1996; 44(1):11A.   

 20. Risser JMH, Rabeneck L, and Foote, L.  The relationship between changes in AIDS 
status and measures of body composition in HIV- infected men:  a cohort study.  
Presented at the Southern Section, American Federation of Clinical Research Annual 
Meeting, January 1996.  Journal of Investigative Medicine, 1996; 44(1):11A. 

 19. Risser JMH, Rabeneck L, and Hwang L-Y.  A comparison of population-specific fat-
free mass and body-cell mass prediction equations.  Presented at the American Dietetic 
Association, Annual Meeting, October, 1995.  Journal of the American Dietetic 
Association.  1995; 95(9s):A-15. 

 18.  Lahart C, Breaux K, Risser J, and Nickson R. Relapse in TB/HIV patients during long-
term follow-up.  Presented at the American Society for Microbiology, 35th ICAAC 
Meeting, September, 1995.  Published in the meeting program.   

 17.  Risser JMH, Rabeneck L, and Hwang L-Y.  The association between CD4+ cell count 
and wasting in HIV-infected men. Presented at the Society for Epidemiologic Research, 
28th Annual Meeting, Snowbird, Utah, June, 1995.  American Journal of Epidemiology  
1995;141(11):S13. 

 16. Dobson V, Quinn GE, Saunders RA, Spencer R, Davis B, Risser J, and Palmer EA. 
Grating acuity in eyes with retinal residua of retinopathy of prematurity (ROP).  
Presented at the Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology (ARVO) Annual 
Meeting, May, 1994.  Published in the meeting program.   

 15. Rabeneck L, Gyorkey F, Genta RM, Gyorkey P, Foote LW, and Risser JMH.  Lack of 
an association between microsporidia infection and HIV-related diarrhea:  results from a 
case-control study.  Presented at the American Gastroenterological Association, 
American Association for the Study of Liver Disease Annual Meeting, 1993.  
Gastroenterology 1993;104(4):A766. 
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 14.  Rabeneck L, Risser JM, and Foote L.  Which measure of nutritional status is best for 
HIV-infected patients?  Presented at the Society for Epidemiologic Research, 25th 
Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, MN, June, 1992.  American Journal of Epidemiology 
1992;136(8):1021-1022. 

 13. Risser JMH, Rabeneck L, Klish WJ and Foote L.  Fat free mass in HIV-infected men 
estimated by four methods:  A comparison.  Presented at the Society for Epidemiologic 
Research, 25th Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, MN, June, 1992.  American Journal of 
Epidemiology 1992;136(8):981. 

 12. Rabeneck L, Risser JMH, Crane MM, McCabe BK, and Worsley JB.  A comparison of 
anthropometry and bioelectrical impedance in the determination of body composition in 
HIV-infected individuals.  Presented at the American Gastroenterological Association, 
American Association for the Study of Liver Disease Annual Meeting, May, 1992.  
Gastroenterology 1992;102(4):A573. 

 11. Rabeneck L, Murray NGB, Risser JMH, McCabe BK, Lacke CE and Foote LW. Failure 
of providers to vaccinate against hepatitis B:  a missed opportunity.  Presented at the 
American Gastroenterological Association, American Association for the Study of Liver 
Disease Annual Meeting, May, 1992.  Gastroenterology 1992;102(4):A23. 

 10. Risser WL and Risser JMH. Nutritional behavior of high school athletes.  Presented at 
the Southern Society for Pediatric Research, New Orleans, LA, January, 1992.  Clinical 
Research 1992;39:819A.   

 9. Schober W, Thompson J, Lewis D and Risser J.  Fluorescent intensity in 
immunophenotyping.  Presented at the Clinical Applications of Cytometry, 6th Annual 
Meeting, Charleston, SC, September, 1991.  Published in the meeting program.   

 8. Rabeneck L, Crane MM, Lacke CE, Risser JMH.  The effect of HIV risk group and CD4 
count on the occurrence of diarrhea in HIV-infected  patients.  Presented at the Seventh 
International Conference on AIDS, Florence, Italy, June, 1991.  Published in the meeting 
program.   

 7. Risser JMH and Risser WL.  Relationship of calculated absorbable iron intake to iron 
status in female intercollegiate athletes.  Presented at the American Dietetic Association, 
Annual Meeting, October, 1990.  Journal of the American Dietetic Association 
1990:90;A-131.   

 6. Risser W and Risser J.  Bone Density in Young Athletes.  Presented at the Texas 
Pediatric Society Annual Meeting, 1990.  Published in the meeting program.   

 5. Risser W and Risser J.  Weight Training Injuries in Adolescent Athletes.  Presented at 
the Texas Pediatric Society Annual Meeting,  1989.  Published in the meeting program. 
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 4. Risser W and Risser J. Bone density in eumenorrheic college athletes.  Presented at the 
Ambulatory Pediatric Society Annual Meeting, 1989.  Published in the meeting program.  

 3. Risser W, Risser J, and Preston D.  Strength training injuries in adolescents.  Presented 
at the North American Society for Primary Care, Research Annual Meeting, 1989.  
Published in the meeting program.   

 2. Risser W, Lee E, Poindexter H, West M and Risser J.  Iron deficiency in female athletes: 
 its prevalence and impact on performance.  Presented at the Society for Adolescent 
Medicine Annual Meeting, 1987.  Published in the meeting program.   

 1. Lewis D, Thompson J, Risser J, and Schober W.  CD4 and CD16/56 expression is 
reduced and CD8 activation antigen expression is increased in asymptomatic HIV-
infected people.  Presented at the 9th Texas Immunology Conference, Galveston, TX, 
November, 1991.  Published in the meeting program. 

 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Epidemiology of Chlamydia, Gonorrhea, and PID. 
Presented to the Department of Health Promotion and Epidemiology.  University of Florida, 
Gainesville.  March, 2003. 
 
Health Assessment of the Lower Rio Grande Valley.  Presented to the Lower Rio Grande Valley 
Public Health Community Assessment Group.  June 8, 2000. 
 
Epidemiology of sexually transmitted diseases:  Houston, Texas, 1991-1998.  What the 
practitioner should know.  Harris County Health Department.  September 8, 1999. 
 
Introduction to Observational Studies.  Clinical Medicine Mentorship Program, University of 
Texas School of Medicine, Fall 1999. 
 
Epidemiology of Syphilis in the waning years of an epidemic:  Houston, Texas, 1991-1997.   
Presented to the City of Houston Department of Health and Human Services Division of 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases Surveillance Bureau-wide quarterly Meeting, June, 1998.   
 
Epidemiology of Syphilis in Houston, Texas, 1991-1995.  Syphilis in Houston, a joint project 
with:  Centers for Disease Control, City of Houston Department of Health and Human Services 
and Over the Hill, presented to the City of Houston Department of Health and Human Services 
Division of Sexually Transmitted Diseases Surveillance Bureau-wide quarterly Meeting,  
October 9, 1996. 
 
The association between dietary salicylates and cancer mortality:  Let them eat Doritos.  MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Division of Epidemiology, October 4, 1996. 
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HIV and Wasting.  Tufts University School of Medicine, Department of Community Health and 
Medicine, September, 1995. 
 
Courses 
 
2006 
Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology – web-based online course.   

1. Spring, 2006. 
2. Summer, 2006. 

Co-Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology UT SPH 
1. Fall 2006 

Co-Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology Lab UT SPH 
1. Fall 2006 

  
2005  
Co-Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology, UT SPH  

1. Fall 2005 
Course Director:  Laboratory in Introduction to Epidemiology, UT SPH 
 2. Fall 2005 
 
2004   
Co-Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology, UT SPH  

1. Fall 2004 
Course Director:  Laboratory in Introduction to Epidemiology, UT SPH 
 2. Fall 2004 
 
2003   
Co-Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology, UT SPH  

1. Fall 2003 
Course Director:  Laboratory in Introduction to Epidemiology, UT SPH 
 2. Fall 2003 
 
2002 
Co-Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology, UT SPH  
 1.  Fall 2002 
Course Director:  Advanced Methods in Epidemiology II,  UT SPH  
 2.  Spring 2002 
 
2001 
Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology – Blue-book elective.  UT Med School 
 1.  Fall 2001 
Co-Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology, UT SPH 
 2.  Fall 2001 
 3.  Spring 2001 
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Co-Course Director:  Epidemiology and control of Infectious Diseases  
 4.  Spring 2001 
Facilitator, Problem Based Medicine, UT Med School  
 5.  Fall 2001 
 
2000 
Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology, UT SPH  
 1.  San Antonio, Summer 2000 
 2.  Brownsville, Fall 2000 
 3.  Distance Education, Fall 2000 
Course Director:  Introduction to Clinical Epidemiology, Clinical Research Curriculum Award.  
UT Medical School.   
 4.  Spring, 2000 
Co-Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology, UT SPH  
 5. Fall 2000 
Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology – Blue-book elective,   UT Med School 
 6.  Fall 2000  
Facilitator:  Problem Based Medicine, UT Med School  
 7.  Fall 2000 
Facilitator and lecturer:  Clinical Epidemiology, Evidence-Based Medicine and Critical 
Appraisal (4th year medical students), UT Med School  
 8.  Spring 2000 
 
1999 
Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology – Blue-book elective, UT Med School  
 1.  Spring 1999  
Co-Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology, UT SPH  
 2.  Fall 1999 
Co-Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology – Distance Education, UT SPH 
 3.  Fall 1999 
Facilitator:  Problem Based Medicine, UT Med School  
 4.  Fall 1999 
 5.  Spring 1999 
Facilitator and lecturer:  Clinical Epidemiology, Evidence-Based Medicine and Critical 
Appraisal  (4th year medical students), UT Med School  
 6.  Spring 1999   
 
1998 
Co-Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology, UT SPH  
 1.  Fall 1998 
Co-Course Director:  Introduction to Epidemiology - Distance Education, UT SPH 
 2.  Fall 1998 
Facilitator:  Problem Based Medicine, UT Med School  
 3.  Fall 1998 
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 4.  Spring 1998 
Facilitator and lecturer:  Clinical Epidemiology, Evidence-Based Medicine and Critical 
Appraisal  (4th year medical students), UT Med School    
 5.  Spring 1998 
 
Invited Lecturer, Introduction to Epidemiology, presented to Baylor College of Medicine, 
Department of Medicine, Medicine Fellows Spring course in research design, 1995. 
Co-Instructor, Baylor College of Medicine, Clinical Epidemiology for Endocrinology Fellows.  
Spring 1995. 
 
Co-Instructor, Introduction to Statistics, Veterans Affairs Medical Center Department of 
Physical Medicine, Spring 1995. 
 
Graduate Teaching Assistant, University of Texas School of Public Health, Department of 
Biometry, Fall and Spring, 1992-93 and 1993-94.  Statistical Methods in Epidemiology. 
 
STUDENTS: 
 
Advising: I am currently the advisor to 9 students (7 MPH, 1 PhD, 1 DrPH). 
 I am on an additional 16 committees.  
 I have advised (either as advisor or committee member) 35 students who have 

graduated with an MPH or MS, and 15 students who have graduated with DrPH or 
PhD. 

 
Grants and Contracts: 
 
SUBMITTED IN 2005-2006. 
 
WAR:  young Minority Women at Risk of HIV 
 Agency:  ORA PSI and CFAR:  prevention/behavioral supplement announcement 
 Period:  9/30/2006 – 9/29/2007 
 My Role:  PI 
 Total Award: $ 172,248 – NOT FUNDED 
This pilot study is designed to examine the association between social, economic, cultural, and 
contextual factors and HIV/AIDS risk behaviors comparing African American and Hispanic 
women from Houston/Harris County Texas, and Birmingham/Jefferson County Alabama.     
 
Qualitative pilot study of sexual partnerships 
 Agency:  CFAR 
 Period:  9/30/2006 – 9/29/2007 
 My Role:  PI 
 Total Award: $ 23,430 – NOT FUNDED 
We propose an in-depth qualitative pilot study of sexual partnerships among African American 
women who live in geographic areas of Houston with high seroprevalence of HIV/AIDS.  This 
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study will describe the association between having concurrent partners and risky sexual 
behaviors.   
 
Research to evaluate an effective community-level intervention adapted for black men who 
have sex with men 
 Agency:  CDC 
 Period:  9/01/2006 – 8/31/20010 
 My Role:  PI of subcontract from UCSF 
 Total Award of subcontract: $ 399,473 - FUNDED 
We will be the subcontract to a larger proposal submitted by Susan Kegeles from the University 
of California Center for Aids Prevention Studies.  This will be a community-level HIV 
prevention intervention that involves community-building and community mobilization of young 
black men who have sex with men.  Houston will be the control site, Atlanta the intervention 
site.   
 
HCHS – Hispanic Community Health Study Coordinating Center 
 Agency:  NHLBI 
 Period:  9/1/2006 – 8/31/2014 
 My Role:  Co-investigator (PI:  Barry Davis) 
 Total Award: ~$ 34 million. – NOT FUNDED 
This study is designed to describe the prevalence of risk factors for chronic diseases among 
Hispanic populations that are majority Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, and Central and 
South American.  This is a multi-site, 8 year, population-based cohort study.   
   
SSRF – Social and Sexual Risk Factors for HIV among Black Women in Houston Texas 

Agency:  CDC 
Period:  09/01/05 – 08/31/09 
My Role:  PI (30%) 
Total Award:  $290,917 – Approved, NOT FUNDED 

This study is designed to investigate the epidemiology of sexual risk behaviors among black 
women in Houston, Texas, and to describe the influence of social norms and pressures.   
 
CURRENT:     
 
National HIV Behavioral Surveillance, HET (High Risk Heterosexuals) 
 Agency:   CDC Cooperative agreement through City of Houston Contract 
 Period: 01/01/05 – 12/31/06 
 My Role:  Principal Investigator (20%) 
 Total Award: $176,000. 
The goal of this contract is to pilot a respondent driven sampling method among high risk 
heterosexual minority men and women to determine the feasibility of using this methodology in 
a larger study of HIV risk behaviors in minority populations.  Information from the study will be 
used in 2009 for a national behavioral surveillance project among high risk heterosexuals.   
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National HIV Behavioral Surveillance Partners Study 
 Agency: CDC Cooperative agreement through City of Houston Contract 
 Period: 07/01/06 – 10/31/06 
 My Role: Principal Investigator (20%) 
 Total Award: $60,000. 
The goal of this contract is to determine the risk factors of male partners of minority women 
living in areas of high risk for HIV and other sexually transmitted infections.  100 male partners 
of females recruited through the NHBS – HET study will be recruited and interviewed.  The risk 
profiles of the males will be compared to the partner risk profiles provided by the females.   
 
Baylor-UT Houston Center for AIDS Research / Core Group.  Behavioral Science Core. 
 Agency:   Contract through Baylor College of Medicine.   
 Period: 08/01/05 – 07/31/10 
 My Role:  Co-Investigator (10%) (PI:  Richard Grimes) 
 Total Award (all years, direct and indirect):  $57,516. 
This contract serves to establish the Behavioral Science Core of the Houston Center for AIDS 
Research.  This core will provide research design expertise to other member of the HCAR.   
 
Previous 
 
Positive Choices Research Project 
 Agency: National Institute of Health (RO1-DA14485-01A2) 
 Period: 06/01/03 – 05/31/06 (grant period) 
  11/01/03 – 05/31/06 (my involvement) 
 My Role: Co-Investigator (10%) (PI:  Mark Williams) 
 Total Award (all years, direct and indirect):  $495,853 
The purpose of the Positive Choices Research Project is to evaluate the efficacy of a risk 
reduction protocol designed to reduce the sexual transmission of HIV by crack cocaine smokers 
receiving medical treatment for HIV disease. 
 
A Test of Peer Delivered Self-Efficacy Intervention 
 Agency:   National Institute on Drug Abuse R01-DA014519-03) 
 Period: 07/01/01 – 06/30/06 (grant period)  
  11/01/03 – 06/30/06 (my involvement) 
 My Role:   Co-Investigator (10%)  (PI:  Mark Williams) 
 Total Award (all years, direct and indirect):  $784,024 
This is an investigation of the efficacy of peer outreach as an HIV risk reduction intervention.  
The unique aspect of this cohort study is that it that it is investigating the effects of outreach on 
individual level psychosocial precursors to risk reduction behavior. 
 
Social Network Characteristics of a Highly Active HIV/AIDS Core Group 
 Agency:   National Institute of Health (RO1-DA015025-02) 
 Period: 09/27/02 – 06/30/06 (grant period) 
  11/01/03 – 06/30/06 (my involvement) 
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 My Role: Co-Investigator (10%) (PI:  Mark Williams) 
 Total Award (all years, direct and indirect):  $425,578 
The principal aims of this study are to examine drug abuse in male prostitutes, properties of their 
drug use, sexual and social networks, and the extent to which these are associated with the 
emergence and re-emergence of disease in previously unaffected populations.   
 
Non-gay identifying men who have sex with men. 
 Agency:   ASPH 
 Period: 10/01/03 – 09/30/05 
 My Role:  Co-Investigator (10%) 
 Total Award (all years, direct and indirect):  $125,550. 
This study aims to describe how non-gay identifying men find sexual partners through the 
internet.   
 
National HIV Behavioral Surveillance, (MSM & Injection Drug Users) 
 Agency:   CDC Cooperative agreement through City of Houston Contract 
 Period: 01/01/03 – 12/31/05 
 My Role:  Principal Investigator (20%) 
 Total Award (all years, direct and indirect):  $321,755. 
This is a multi-year study, involving several sub-projects.  The goal of this grant is to use 
respondent driven sampling to enroll and survey injection drug users into the National HIV 
Behavioral Surveillance project.  Information from this study will be used to evaluate HIV 
prevention programs targeted at injection drug users, and to inform HIV prevention programs.   

RDS IDU Pilot project (Respondent Driven Sampling – Injection Drug Users) 
Period: 08/01/04 – 12/31/04 
The goal of this grant is to pilot a respondent driven sampling method among injection drug 
users to determine the feasibility of using this methodology in a larger study of HIV risk 
behaviors in injection drug users.  Information from the study will be used in 2005 for a 
national behavioral surveillance project among IDUs.   
Behavioral Surveillance in the MSM population 
Project HEAL:  HIV Education for All Lifestyles 
Period: 10/01/02  – 12/31/04 
This project involves establishing a surveillance procedure and conducting a behavioral 
surveillance survey among the men who have sex with men population to determine current 
high-risk sexual behaviors.  This is an ongoing behavioral surveillance project as part of the 
CDC surveillance of high-risk sexual behaviors.   

 
Epidemiologic Needs Assessment – Texas Department of Health 
 Agency: CDC Bioterrorism through TDH 
 Period: 03/01/2004 – 08/31/2004 
 My Role: Principal Investigator (25%) 
This study is designed to survey the epidemiology training needs of individuals in local health 
departments who would be responsible for responding to a bioterrorism event.   
 



 
 
JMH Risser, March 2006   22 

BASIC (Brain Attack Surveillance in Corpus Christi) 
 Agency: NINDS  
  R01 (renewal) 
 Period:   07/01/2004 – 12/31/2004 
 My Role: Co-Investigator (25%) (PI:  Lewis Morgenstern) 
This is a renewal for the BASIC project, a rigorous stroke surveillance project in the biethnic 
community of Corpus Christi, Texas.  This project will determine incidence, recurrence, and 
stroke rates for Mexican Americans and non-Hispanic Whites in a population based study.  The 
project will investigate stroke risk factors and access to care variables in this biethnic 
community.  In addition, social aspects to post-stroke morbidity will be investigated, including 
depression, religiosity, spirituality, social support. 
 
Formative Research to Develop Behavioral Surveillance for STD Transmission Among 
High Risk Heterosexual Populations 
 Agency: CDC grant through Texas Department of Health 
 Period: 09/01/02 – 11/30/03 
 My Role: Co-Investigator (5%) (PI:  Michael Ross) 
The goal of this grant focuses on enhancing capacity to use behavioral, social and environmental 
information for all decision-making during the various stages of the STD prevention planning 
process.  
 
End Organ Injury in Hypertensive Children 
 Agency: NHLBI 
  K23 HL04217-02 
 Period: 4/1/01 – 3/31/06 
 My Role: Co-Investigator (7% time) (PI:  Jonathan Sorof) 
This is an intensive screening project with referral for complete work-up for end organ damage 
among those found to be hypertensive after three screenings. 
 
Behavioral Surveillance of the HIV infected and the Transgender Population 
 Agency:   CDC grant through City of Houston 
 Period:   10/1/02 – 2/10/03 
 My role:   Principal Investigator 
This was a rapid assessment of the HIV infected and the Transgender populations, designed to 
gather current high risk sexual behavior in these populations at increased risk of spreading HIV 
or getting HIV. 
 
Estimate of Pool of Eligible Blood Donors  
 Agency:   Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center 
  Contract 
 Period:   1/01 – 7/01 
 My Role: Principal Investigator  
This study involved using extant data, including NHANCE, NHIF, BRFSS and published 
literature, to estimate the proportion of the population eligible to donate blood in the 21 county 
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area of the sponsoring agency.   
 
Social Determinants and Health  
 Agency: State of Texas  
 Period:   Fall 2000 – Fall 2001 
 My role:   Co-Investigator (17% time) (PI:  Luisa Franzini) 
This community survey examined the importance of social determinants (trust, spirituality, social 
cohesion, acculturation, fatalism) in four communities:  immigrant Hispanic, stable Hispanic, 
low-income White and Black.   
 
Community Health Assessment of the Lower Rio Grande Valley State of Texas 
 Agency:   State of Texas  
 Period:   1/1/2000 – 6/30/2001 
 My role:   Co-Investigator (25% time) (PI:  Jimmy Perkins) 
This community survey and evaluation of existing data was designed to describe the health of the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley, and to assess the health care needs of that area.  Community surveys, 
focus groups, and discussion with community leaders identified health-care needs.  I evaluated 
morbidity and mortality data to describe changes in health status over time.   
 
STD Surveillance, Houston/Harris County, 1991-2000 
 Agency:   Houston Department of Health and Human Services 
 Period:   1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001.   
Epidemiology analysis of sexually transmitted diseases (syphilis, chlamydia, gonorrhea, and 
HIV/AIDS) in Houston/Harris County, Texas, from 1991-2000. 
Each year I am responsible for developing an epidemiologic profile of chlamydia, gonorrhea, 
syphilis, and HIV/AIDS for the City of Houston, and Harris County, using reported morbidity 
data from the Houston Department of Health and Human Services 
 
Prevention Counseling and Partner Elicitation (PCPE)   
 Agency:   Houston Department of Health and Human Services 
 Period:   1999, Extended 2000, 2001 
This project involved providing health information, pretest and post test counseling and HIV 
prevention  information to youths seeking care at a mobile outreach health van. Estimate of Pool 
of Eligible Blood Donors  
 
Evaluation of the Medical Services, Children’s Assessment Center 
 Agency: Children’s Assessment Center. 
 Period: 4/17/98 – 9/17/98. 
 My Role: PI (20% time) 
 
Evaluation of medical needs among homeless youth 
 Agency: St. Luke's Episcopal Charities (Will Risser, PI)    
 Period: 1/1/98 – 12/31/98  
 My Role: Co-Investigator (25% time) 
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Innovations in Syphilis Prevention 
 Agency: CDC Cooperative Agreement 
 Period: 01/01/1996-08/31/2000 
 My Role: Co-Investigator (25% time) 


