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Research fellow in the Department of Internal Medicine. 
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these five years advanced from pediatric resident to chief       
resident 

 
Scientific Interests:  In the past 15 years I have devoted my efforts to the 
preservation of public health, specifically in the area of infectious diseases, through 
training and working in the Disease Control Module and Center for Infectious Diseases 
of The University of Texas School of Public Health. After my graduation from Beijing 
Medical University, I participated in a UNICEF project evaluating nutrition factors as the 
cause of children’s diarrhea in China. Because the causes of epidemic diseases in 
developing countries are complex and because an understanding of public health is 
fundamental to tackling these diseases, I came to the United States to pursue my interest 
in laboratory research. Since infectious disease diagnosis and prevention have always 
been associated with the laboratory and public health, I became a student of the School of 
Public Health majoring in Disease Control. My long-term career goals are to focus on 
epidemiologic medical problems in developing countries, worldwide. I also intend to 



participate in projects that will contribute to the prevention and eradication of serious 
epidemic diseases in developing countries. Furthermore, I would like to educate and 
share my knowledge with public health professionals in developing countries to help 
them become world class health professionals.  
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Investigator      

LAB:04-01     9/1/2005 – 2/28/2006 
Salix Pharmaceuticals, Inc.   $38,542 
“Mechanism of Action of Rifaximin Antimicrobial Effects and Drug-Induced Alteration of 
Microbial Virulence of Enterotoxigenic (ETEC) and Enteroaggregative (EAEC) Eschericahia 
coli” 
 
Investigator 
Lab Study:     7/1/2005 – 10/15/2005 
Salix Pharmaceuticals, Inc.   $20,000 
“ In Vitro Antibacterial Activity of Rifaximin Against Bacterial Enteropathogen Strains That 
Cause Pediatric Diarrhea in Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center” 
 
This study was an in vitro determination of the minimum inhibitory concentrations (MICs) of 
rifaximin against bacterial strains known to cause pediatric diseases.   
 
Co-Investigator 
(Okhuysen, P.C.)    10/03 – 02/07    
Souce:  NIH R01 AI54948-01    $1,852,576 
Gene Polymorphisms that Predispose to Infectious Diarrhea 
 
Overall goal:  The primary objectives of this study are to identify host genetic polymorphisms 
that are associated with susceptibility to agents of infectious diarrhea.  Emphasizing infections 
due to Enterotoxogenic E. coli and Cryptosporidium. 
 
Co-Investigator 
OPT-099-001  DuPont (PI)   02/15/2006 – 10/31/2006 
Advanced Biologics    $2,149,388   
“A Multicenter, Double-Blind, Randomized Study To Compare The Safety And Efficacy of 
Prulifloxacin Versus Placebo In The Treatment of Acute Bacterial Gastroenteritis In Adult 
Travelers; Protocol OPT-099-001;Phase 3” 
The objective of this pivotal Phase III study is to investigate the safety and efficacy of 
prulifloxacin versus placebo in the treatment of subjects with acute bacterial gastroenteritis. 
 
Co-Investigator 
RFID 3005     DuPont (PI)   03/01/2006 – 08/31/2006 
Salix Pharmaceuticals, Inc.   $212,078.00    



“A Randomized, Doubl-Blind, Placebo-Controlled Study Evaluating The Efficacy And Safety of 
Rifaximin For the Prevention of Travelers’ Diarrhea For Subjects Traveling To Thailand From 
Switzerland” 
The primary objective of this study is to assess the efficacy and safety of an 8- to 15-day course 
of rifaximin 600mg taken once daily as compared with placebo when taken by healthy subjects to 
prevent travelers’ diarrhea due to all causes. 
 
Co-Investigator 
ELT206  DuPont (PI)   06/01/2006 – 11/30/2006  
IOMAI, Corp.     $1,513,720 
“A Phase II Double Blind, Randomized, Placebo-Controlled Study to Evaluate the Epidemiology 
of Natural Infection with Enterotoxigenic Escherichia coli Occurring after Transcutaneous 
Immunization in the Field Setting” 
The primary objective of this study is to evaluate the incidence of LT or LT/ST enterotoxigenic 
E. coli (ETEC) illness in a field setting and to evaluate the safety of LT patch recipients compared 
to placebo. 
 
Co-Investigator 
OPT-099-002 DuPont (PI)  10/01/2006 – 02/28/2007 10% 
Advanced Biologics   $296,400 
“A Multicenter, Double-Blind, Randomized Study To Compare The Safety And Efficacy Of 
Prulifloxacin Versus Placebo In The Treatment Of Acute Gastroenteritis In Adult Travelers, 
Protocol OPT-099-002; Phase 3” 
The purpose of this study is to investigate the safety and efficacy of prulifloxacin in the treatment 
of subjects with acute bacterial gastroenteritis.  
 


