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Using VitalWeb to Access Vital and Health Statistics  
 
Links to the 
various data 
sets from 
Vital Web can 
be found by 
clicking on 
By Cause of 
Illness or 
Death. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Click on 

Frequently 

Used 

Resources 
to link to all of 
the data sets 
described in 
this handout.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARTing pages that link directly to 
individual data sets that are relevant to 
that specific topic, e.g. Birth Defects 

data, will be found on Maternal 

Health, Childbirth, and Children; 
Death Data will be found on all pages 
with links to mortality data, etc. 
 

 
The ranges of years that are covered 
vary by data set.   
 
Note: Birth and death data from TDSHS 
is more current.  However, VitalWeb 
allows you to identify more variables in 
some cases, such as births, and it 
includes reports that are not available 
from TDSHS, such as pregnancy reports 
and abortion reports.  
 
This handout will show just the 
Standard interface for selected data 
sets.   
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Texas Birth Data 
 

There is an extensive list of variables from 
which to select.  To the right is an example of 
how a search might be set up.  The following 
page shows the variables from which you can 
select in the first section. 
 
The Statistic selected is the number of births.  
Rows will display Birth Weight Grams.  

Columns will display Education Years Mom.  
The next page has a complete listing of options 
for outcome, rows, and columns. 
 
In Step 2, Smoking by Mom is selected. 
 
No other changes were made in steps 3 
through 6.   
 
In Section 7, you have the option of selecting 
all of Texas, one or more public health regions, 
and/or one or more counties.  To select, scroll 
through the list until you come to the county or 
region you want, click on it, then click on the 
green Add arrow.  You can select several 

counties but the data will be aggregated for the 
populations of the counties you select. 
 
 

 
The report on the left is the result of the search 
variables select above.  The URL listed above is a 
persistent link; you can type this in to retrieve the 
exact same report.  It can be shared with others 
as well. 
 
The county selected was Montgomery County, just 
north of Houston (Harris County).  Of the 5,312 
babies who were born between 1996 and 2001, 
1,404 or about 26% were born to mothers who 
indicated they had smoked during their 
pregnancy.   
 
About half of the mothers had fewer than 12 
years of education; almost 90% a high school 
education or less. 

http://www.ehdp.com/vn/rw/txu1/bb1/720wzyte
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These are the variables from which you can select in Step 1. 
 

 
Outcome labels 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Row labels 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Column labels  
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Texas Deaths (ICD-10) 
  

Select the parameters for your search.  
Options for both column and row labels 
are: age, place of residence, race, sex, 
underlying cause, and year.  

 
By going to the Advanced Settings, you 

can select an Age Adjustment Standard 
and/or Confidence Level (only if you 
chose Age Adjusted Death Rate or 
Death Rate respectively under 

Outcome).  There are other options as 
well.   
 
 
Click on 
Main 

Window to 
return. 
 
 
When you 
have made 
all of your 
selections, 
click on Make Table. 
 
Remember you can share this report or cite it later by including the URL of the report. 
 
The two tables utilized the same variables but have different age-adjusted standards.  Notice 
the big difference between them. 
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Texas Pregnancy Data, 1996 – 2001 
 
The format should look similar; it is identical to the 
previous VitalWeb sites.  The data reported is a little 
different, however, from pregnancy.  In Step 1, you 
can select from the following for both rows and 
columns: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The report on the left shows the pregnancy rate per 
1,000 females as the outcome.  Rate is shown by 
age and by year. 

 
 

 
The report on the right shows the total number of 
pregnancies for 3 years in Fort Bend, and their 
outcomes—birth, fetal death, or induced abortion. 
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Texas Population 1980 - 2019 
 
In this example, we can see the changes in 
race/ethnicity of the population in Brazos 
County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By changing one of the variables (Sex of 
Person) in the second report, we can also 
see how the male-to-female ratio has 
changed and is expected to change.  


